Crystallization of biological macromolecules using agarose gel.
Gellified media prevent convection and crystal sedimentation, and provide an attractive growth environment for optimising biological crystals. Agarose gels are particularly easy to use and they are compatible with most of the common crystallization methods. They also offer new possibilities like counter-diffusion techniques. This paper gives a brief overview of their general properties and presents an application of a counter-diffusion setup combining agarose gel and capillaries to the crystallization of proteins and protein / nucleic acid complexes.